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WHIZZ KIDS SPECIAL NEEDS CENT

PROVIDING CARE AND EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN WITH MUTLIPLE DISABILITIES

About the Centre...

hizz Kids Special Needs Centre is a nqmofit, non-racial, community based
Worganisation situated in Pinetown. It caters for low functioning Cerebral Palsied

children, children with limited or no functional speech, autistic children and some
who are at this stage still undiagnosed.

Many of the other special schols in the area cannot cater for these needucable children,

which is why the school was opened in April 2000. There are currently 30 children who are
cared for daily by a staff of 14. Various therapists also visit the school to provide for certain
needs.Unique to Whizz Kids is the use of the Augmentative and Alternative Communication
(AAC) system. AAC consists of communication strategies and techniques, used to compensate
for lack of speech. Children are taught to communicate with their teachers and pats through
pictures and sign language. They also make use of communication devices. These wonderful
tools look like mini laptop computers with keys representing certain topics. Key choices
translate into words which then appear visually and aurally. Oneoung teenager was able to tell
us which rugby team is his favourite (the Sharks)!
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many of these children this was a significant achievement and the performance was recognised
by the Association for Persons with Physical Disabilities.

For many parents, Whizz Kids is not just a centre for their disabled children; it also fornas
support structure for the adults. Many of the parents are involved in fundraising for the school.
Since the school does not qualify for a Government subsidy Whizz Kids relies on the support of
the community and local businesses. Businesses can committenual Corporate Membership
Awards / a schooling bursary.
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We arranged a party and time out to spend
with the kids. Elizabeth arranged _delicious
q
.

chocolate cake . balloons and party packs.
he goal for the day was to spend a special
day with special kids.

cake all contributed 01 1 60 PAOOU A

Joining the kids on the trampolin_ A 8 80 MUCH

EUN!Have to wonder who enjoved it more the
kids or Charlene!




Rene in deep conversation
regarding Spur Redndians and
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I Johan and a new friend! I

After a speial day spent with special kifil®m
Whizz Kdealghe special care takers, one has to
guestion who enjoyed the day more, us or the kids
Thecare takers are truly inspirational agidvea

whole new meaning to giving and patience. The ca
takersplace¥? Z AJE ASE }E Jv EC

guardian angels. The children are all special and
unique ineach ancevery way and the challenges
SZ C ( } v [$ rom théfackhét they are
like any of usy XoXking for a bit of funfriendship

and clocolate cake!

Despite language barriers between us and the kids. one language

was understood by all AT A OEAO FWM O8 8 8




